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In early January, a health sector strike which began in November gained force as striking doctors
and nurses closed the doors to Managua's public hospitals, insisting they would only attend
emergency cases. Although the government demonstrated flexibility over some strike demands,
it adamantly rejected any wage increases. The strikers, led by the pro-Sandinista Federation
of Health Workers (FETSALUD), are principally seeking 100% wage hikes, since monthly base
pay for doctors is currently only US$112, and for nurses, US$80. They also demand an increase
in government funding for public hospitals, government compliance with a previous collective
bargaining agreement, and an adjustment in the pension plan for retirees. In Jan. 5 comments to
reporters, Health Minister Ernesto Salmeron expressed concern that the prolonged strike may cause
serious public health problems, especially a rise in the incidence of cholera and dengue. Salmeron
said his office was working on a proposal to end the strike in the coming days. However, he said the
proposal would only include benefits for health workers, since the government does not have funds
to increase salaries. FETSALUD spokespersons countered that any negotiating proposal which
excludes wage hikes would be rejected outright. Also on Jan. 5., Health Ministry officials implied
that the strike may have led to the death of an infant from cholera. According to the child's parents,
the baby died from cholera after being turned away by striking personnel at a local health clinic. The
latest victim brought the cholera death toll to 47 persons. Since its detection in November 1991, a
total of 3,078 persons have contracted the disease. On Jan. 7, strikers began a 24-hour protest, closing
the doors to Managua's seven public hospitals and suspending all medical attention. Only those
cases deemed urgent emergencies and patients already admitted to hospitals continue to receive
attention. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/04/93,
01/05/93, 01/07/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/05/93, 01/07/93)
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